it cannot be deemed improper to apprize the public of the existence of so valuable a spring in this neighbourhood. The medicinal effects of this water, clearly point out that it is a saline purgative; but its taste, although strongly saline, and greatly resembling the sea and other waters of the same description, is more unexceptionable; and, from being coinposed of many substances, which are combined in the great laboratory of Nature, whereby the exact balance is probably preserved under a triple, or even a quadruple alliance between the several salts contained in it, this water, like others of a similar kind, produces an aperient effect, with the smallest possible expenditure of purgative ingredients, and without that intenseness of saline impression, and that repulsion of the taste, which take place in the artificial solutions of the neutral salts.
The spring rises in a field near Melksham, from nearly the top of a mound of earth, which was formed about fifty years ago of the materials which had been dug out in sinking a shaft for the purpose of seeking for coal. After penetrating to a great depth, the miners came to a very hard rock, on piercing through which, this water rushed in upon them, and was so abundant that the scheme for finding coal was entirely abandoned. The shaft was filled up with timber and earth, and the spring has ever since continued to flow above the original level of the field. At To
